Tennyson
a tennis
Holy Grail

TENMIS. tycoons had every reason
to be sad when master buresscrat
Ross Raolfe departed from the
Premier’s Depariment vesterday.

Rolfe, & former board member
of Tennis Queensland, is off to
Sydney to beefl up “Crueensland
Inc’ at investment frm Babeock
and Brown,

Lip to 20 applicants are courting
the selection commilles 10 replace
Rolfe in the §500,000-a-year
director-general’s chair.

Rolfe had two stints driving the
Premier's Department and took
EVEry opportunity to skice egos and
red tape.

He was rated the most effective
co-ordimator siace the Joh cra when
knighted mandarins Leo Hielscher
amd Sid Schubert ran the Cabinet
and mment agendas.

Meanwhile, work is progressing
on schedule at TO s new %77 million
cenire In the riverside Brisbane
saburh of Tennyson.

When the project is completed
lnte next vear, the Gold Coast can
cxpect 1o fose its Tanuary women's
championships.

But, say the ingiders al Tennis
Ausiralia, this will be o small price
to pay for an anmueal Wimbledon=
siyle male and female tourmament
atl Tenaysod,

Suggestions that the 23-court
complex at Tennyson would lnish

17 milkion over bodget was
quickly smashed last might by Sports
Minister Andrew Fraser.

Mat oaly on ﬁu&:. but on Iiru t
and sticking o the orig an
which wﬁu‘g]wmruee ||'r|;'.:‘f§£1rhd
Slam surfzces in its 17 bardcoard,
four clay and (wo grass arcnas.

Omby casaalty was the plan to nen
a spur railway line into Temmyson
from nearby Yecrongpifly station,
Compromise for tennis fans using
public transport will be an owerpass.

Former treasurer Terry Macken-
rodh tobd the parliamentary cotimates
hearings in July, 2003, that Tenny-
son would become the new home for
Tenmis Quecnsland,

“Tennis in Queensland has been
adversely affected by the absencepnd
a principal development vense sines)
the closure of the long-time homeiof
Queenstand Tennis, Frew Park at
Miltos, in 1999, he said.

Ironically for tennis fans who do
not want to see the Royal Pines
women’s gala disappear 1o Brishane,
Frew Park wag sold to & Gold Cosst
developer and meing identity.

But the cenire court al Tenmyson
is expected lo offcr covered seating
for 3300 fans in its 7000-seat
configaration. The (Jueensland

Martina Hingis enjoye a lighter moment st the Australian Women's Hardeourts at Boyal Pines,
Thea Coast could wave goodbys to the tourmnament wien a new facility is built in Brisbane.

Guovernment, TA and T} hope
Tennyson soon will be hosting
Davis and Fed Cup tournamenis,

The livewire Crueensland Events
Corporation recently wrote a
cheqee for 52 million-plus to TA 1o
ensure continued promotion for fop
tennds in this state.

It remains to be seen if Rolfe can
be enticed to rejoin the TQ) board
when hie is based in the harbour city.

Far years Rolfe lobbed back and
forth berween big business and the
maohogany levels of the state bureau-
cracy. He served as chief executive
at Stanwell Corporatiom when
Elizabeth Nosworthy was chairman.,

The widely respected Mosworthy
I3 not only Water Commissioner
these days, but also is depuly
chairpersen of Babeock and Brown.

Rolfe was widely regarded as a
wizard in the infrastractare sector,

He not only served for TQ. His
numerons other board seafs ing-
luded education, energy and
reanlrces organisations,

Rolfe also was appointed to the
councl of the Queensland Univer-
sity of Technology.

Somehow he found dime to chair
the Beach Protection Autherity and
bring his big business and govern-
ment knowhow to the QEC board.

There was a conflict of inferest
flurry recently involving the Dal-
rymple Bay coal terminal — leased
for 99 vears to Babeock and Brown,
It centred on boitleneck problems
amd possible compensation claims
apgainst Queenstand Rail,

The Austrafizn newspaper rep=
orted that  Prember Peter Beanie
defended Mr Rolfe’s robe as director-
general in & review of the bottle-
neck drama.

It remains 1o be seen i Rolfe's
muscle at Tennyson is ackmowl-
edged by the Government when
time comes to cut the nbbon.

But T} is not letting his Svdney
move ruin thelr game. TOFs latest
financial ace is expected to inclzde a
Major NEW SPONsSOT.

Radio loses
a superstar

JOHN Laws probably stayed too
long in broadcasting. He was (oo
articulate, imtelligent and skilfol in a
medium dominated by nitwits
and medincrity.

His professionalism made him
look like a dinosasr ageinst those
whose ignorance about diction
and promunciation is regarded as
clever or funny.

Laws was so good he defied
his seven decades and a cash-
for-comment scandal,

He brought common sense
ta: radia withoot I:til'.'lr[:il'l: (1]
false indignartion.

Even the ABC was not in Laws"
class, Obsgssed with water supplies
in Queensland dams, ABC
mainstream often sinks o levels
whire lack of erudition or research

is lavghed off on afr. Laws' fine
baritone delivered gravitas to oce.
asions such as the dawn service
at Gallipoli.

Driving around the Gold Coast

or way up morth it was seldom
difficult to pick up Laws® mom-
INg Program. ¥

His finesse with talkback
rednecks and political stooges will
be imaposaible to e nc:l“wﬁ:oﬂuf‘
us wha believe radio does not have
to be dumbed down.

One very
hot potato

PREMIER Pete will find himself in
the local government spotlight when
the annual state Labor conference
kicks off in Brishane today.

To pat it mildly, federal Labor
cundidates are finding Premier Pete's
council amalgamation plams the
number one issue in recent weeks.

Une prominent Labor candidane
on Brishane's northside was startled
one night recently to find the bocal
povernment controversy dominating
the microphaone at a school function.

Whether dismayed Opposition
Leader Kevin Rudd wants to take it
further in public when he addresses
the conferencs this morning remakns
to be seen.

Mr Rudd may have eno
his plate fending off the old Trades
Hall push angry at his umion
ConsErvatism.

The conference was traditionally
held oa the June long weekend, but
the Labor boys and girls take their
entilements seriously during the
Work Choices debate and are not
prepared to forsake a long weekend
AEY MOTe.

Treasury boffins in Brishane may
be the key to resolving the local
government controversy.

Word from George Street is that
they are not keen to spend months
working oul ass¢ts and compen-
sation fine print which wouald
accompany changes to council
boundaries.

They want the Premier and his
council review commission o
stick to current boundaries if
amalgamations proceed. This
worked when Gold Coast merged
with Albert Shire and when Ipswich
merged with West Moreton Shire.

Mames of the new councils are the
problem. It was previously suggested
that a Caboolture, Pine Rivers and
Redcliffe amalgamation could be
called Crap. Apparently il Logan and
Redlands merge the new council may
be called Boganland. Joining Gatton
amd Laidley would give us Spud-
patch. The Beaudeseri-Boonah
union would becoms Boomdoggle.
And with all the dams in the near
northwest, a merged Esk-Kilcoy
shire would be known as Linder-
water World.

Welchs Road,
Sales Office “The Red Shed' open 5at
Wed 11-Spm. 1

gawallan UED Map 15 EIN.

sz by appointment.

ANBEE

um 10-5pm,

www.yallanbee.com.au

Neehang, BLIStn. Juna, 40 » dul, 2007 - 28




